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Every year at this time, the nation celebrates
National Disability Employment Awareness
Month.  This year, the United States has thou-
sands of servicemen defending our country and
fighting the Global War on Terror in Southwest
Asia and other parts of the world.

Many of these dedicated warriors could re-
turn home with disabilities as a result of their
call to duty.  Add these numbers to the already
documented disabled veterans from previous
wars, conflicts and tours of duty and the num-
ber can easily rise to nearly 2.5 million dis-
abled veterans, according to the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

In May, the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration announced a new procurement pro-
gram that will boost federal contract opportu-
nities for service-disabled, veteran-owned
small businesses (for more information, go to
the SBA Web site: www.sbaonline.sba.gov).

The new program adds provisions for con-
tracting officers to restrict contract awards to
service-disabled veteran-owned small  busi-

Disabled veteran businesses receive SBA contract preference

Department of Defense is expand-
ing its anthrax and smallpox immuni-
zation programs following an evalua-
tion conducted by the military health
system. Air Force officials released ser-
vice-specific guidance recently.

Dr. William Winkenwerder Jr., as-
sistant secretary of defense for health
affairs, announced that the anthrax
and smallpox vaccination programs
would include selected units within
U.S. Pacific Command, people in U.S.
Central Command and other selected
groups.

“The decision to protect additional
personnel with these vaccines reflects
our concern for their health and safety,
as well as the continuity of essential
operations,” Dr. Winkenwerder said.

“When we began these vaccination
programs, we stated that we would
periodically review them, evaluating

the threats to our forces and vaccine
availability,” he said. “We recently
c o m p l e t e d such an evaluation and
d e t e r - mined that the
threat con- tinues. In
light of our
s u c c e s s f u l
implementation of
these programs and
the increased quantities
of vaccine, we will include
additional forces in the vac-
cination programs.”

Before the anthrax vaccination
program slowdown in 2000 and 2001,
caused by an unexpected shortage of
anthrax vaccine, servicemembers as-
signed to certain areas in the U.S. Pa-
cific Command were included in the
program. The resumption of the pro-
gram in 2002, however, focused on the
U.S. Central Command.

DOD expands anthrax, smallpox vaccination programs
The expansion of the program an-

nounced by Dr. Winkenwerder re-
sumes the anthrax vaccination pro-
gram and begins the smallpox vacci-
nation program in selected U.S. Pacific
Command areas. It also expands the
anthrax vaccination program within

the U.S. Central Command.
Vaccination offers a

necessary extra layer
of protection — be-

sides antibiotics
and other mea-

sures — for
servicemembers,

emergency-es-
sential civilians

and contractors who
carry out mission-essential services,

DOD officials said.
The program update will continue

to include people assigned in or de-

ployed to designated higher-threat ar-
eas for 15 or more consecutive days.
Officials will offer the vaccinations to
family members in the geographic ar-
eas on a voluntary basis. They will also
pursue vaccination, subject to appro-
priate people and contractor proce-
dures, of emergency-essential civilian
employees and comparable contrac-
tors in the specific geographic areas.

Currently, only people deemed to
be at higher risk in specified units and
geographic areas will receive the vac-
cines. Officials did not rule out vacci-
nation of the total force at a future date.

Air Force immunizations under
the policy update will begin as soon as
units schedule vaccinations. For more
information, visit the secure Web site
at https://www.xo.hq.af.mil/xos/xosf/
xosfc/CCBRNE_resource/index.shtml.

(Courtesy of Air Force Print News)

nesses.  This applies whenever there is a reason-
able expectation that at least two qualifying busi-
nesses are expected to submit bids at a fair mar-

ket price.
It also allows awards of sole-source con-

tracts to qualifying businesses when the an-
ticipated contract price does not exceed $3
million ($5 million for manufacturing con-
tracts).

This change to federal regulations is
meant to improve opportunities for disabled
veterans by encouraging contracting oppor-
tunities with the federal agencies.

 Veterans and people with disabilities
who want to learn more about opportuni-
ties are encouraged to go to the SBA Web
site.

For more information on any federal
agency, go to the Web site:  www.first-
gov.gov.  For Internet information regard-
ing disability programs within the federal
government, go to: www.disabilityinfo.gov.



1410 Valencia Dr., S.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87108

Fax: (505) 255-8578
Email: BsPaintbody@aol.com

MR. B’s
PAINT & BODY SHOP, INC.
Established 1978 • Se Habla En Espanol

Insurance Claims Welcomed • Spot Repair • Color Matching
Between San Pedro & San Mateo • 1/2 block North of Gibson

RAYMOND BENAVIDEZ
Owner/Manager
(515) 255-7400 / (505) 255-7022

“You wreck-um, we fix-um”
Specializing unibody
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An Incredible African Adventure!An Incredible African Adventure!An Incredible African Adventure!An Incredible African Adventure!An Incredible African Adventure!

To bid on this safari call or log on to:

505-254-9550 / www.sicklecellnm.org

General Security Representative 
Northrop Grumman Mission Systems is seeking a General Security Representative
to support the Rocket Systems Launch Program in Albuquerque, NM. 

This position will plan, develop and implement security programs, policies, 
procedures and organizational objectives. Emphasis will be on ensuring programs
and working locations comply with contractual security specifications, company
and customer security requirements, and government regulations. Requires 6-8
years experience in DoD (NISPOM) and Air Force security regulations, policies,
procedures and documentation. Must be able to organize, establish and implement
a security program conforming to Air Force and DoD standards.

To apply, please visit our website at:
www.ms.northropgrumman.com/careers and apply to Job Number
0404986.

U.S. Citizenship is required for most positions. Northrop Grumman is an Equal
Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V.

Values
you trust ...

savings you deserve

• Save up to $400 a year on auto insurance by switching 
to USAA.1

• Guaranteed lowest mortgage rates. Have a better rate?

We’ll beat it.2 And, if you are not happy with our service,
you’ll receive $250 back after closing your USAA loan. 

• Personal Property insurance for as little as $5 a month

– $2,500 full replacement for your belongings.3

1 Average annual dollar savings are based upon survey of new policyholders who reported savings through USAA from May 28
to July 16, 2004, as compared to their previous carriers’ rates. Savings may not be available in all locations or on all policies.
Savings do not apply in Massachusetts or North Carolina.
2 Rate beat applies only to conforming conventional and VA loans. Limited to loan products offered by USAA. Applicable for
rates (APR) quoted on the same day, for the same loan product and terms. Borrower must qualify for the matching USAA loan
product. Loans offered by an affiliate or captive of a homebuilding entity are excluded from this offer. $250 credit only applies
to conventional conforming and VA loan applications submitted to USAA.
3 Higher limits available at an additional cost.

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its subsidiaries and affiliates. Property and casualty insurance is
provided by United Services Automobile Association, its subsidiary and affiliate property and casualty insurance companies, and
is available only to persons eligible for group membership. Banking products are provided by USAA Federal Savings Bank, an
equal-housing lender, and FDIC-insured. ©2004 USAA. All rights reserved. A3623-0704

Start saving today

(800) 829-8329
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KEVIN R. MCDOWELL
377th Air Base Wing Safety Office

Snakes are perhaps the most feared and hated
animals in New Mexico. Snakes are not mysterious at
all, and these fascinating creatures don’t deserve the
anxiety many people feel about them.

Don’t panic when you see a snake. You are not
their food. Stand back about 10 feet and observe it. As
long as you don’t pose a threat, it won’t get defensive.

Of the 46 snake species found in New Mexico, only
eight are poisonous and potentially dangerous, in-
cluding seven species of rattlesnakes and one coral
snake.  Five poisonous snakes are found around
Kirtland.

 Snakes are one of nature’s most efficient mouse-
traps, killing and eating a variety of rodent pests.
Without predators like rattlesnakes, the world would
soon be overrun with crop-eating, disease-carrying
rodents such as mice and rats.

Poisonous snakes rarely bite, but encounters with
snakes are fairly common. If you like outdoor recre-
ation, the chances are very good that you will en-
counter a snake.  In fact, if you do spend any amount
of time outdoors, you probably have encountered a
snake or two with out realizing it.

The good news is that rattlesnake bites are rarely
fatal. About 12 out of 8000 bites each year result in
death, much less than 1 percent.  Many more people
die from bee stings or lightning.

It’s often very difficult to distinguish a poison-
ous from a nonpoisonous snake. The best advice is to
avoid these reptiles, and leave them alone and give
them plenty of room if encountered.  Snakes
are timid and will usually avoid people,
but if threatened they will protect
themselves.

Many people think
the sound of a rattle
is a threat from an
aggressive rattle-
snake. It is actually
the sound of fear
from a shy animal
afraid to be stepped
on.  The rattlesnake’s
first choice of defense is
to remain silent and let the
threat pass by, it takes a seri-
ous threat or a touch to provoke
the rattling.

At least half of all bites are caused
by foolish behavior: handling or taunt-
ing venomous snakes, or failing to move
away from a venomous snake once it
has been sighted.  If you see a snake near
a facility, contact Civil Engineering to have the
snake relocated to a safer location in the desert.  If
you  encounter the snake near a road or path away
from nearby facilities, allow the snake to continue

Understanding is best defense against snake bites
on its way, giving it enough room to leave the area.
Don’t reach into places where snakes might hide and
be especially cautious when reaching under items, or
turning over rocks and other items.  Be sure to look at

the far side of a boulder or
log before stepping over it,
many individuals have
been bitten after stepping
where they could not see a
snake lying.  In a nutshell,
leave the snakes alone.  The
same advice applies to dead
snakes and detached heads—
reflex bites are as dangerous
as bites from live snakes.

If  you should get bitten, it
is important to remain calm.
Although local discomfort
may be severe, systemic signs
and symptoms may be de-

layed for several hours follow-
ing the bite.  Do not try to apply

home remedies to the bite; many
may  cause more harm than the bite

itself.   According to the American Acad-
emy of Family Physicians, initial treat-

ment should include avoiding excessive ac-
tiv- ity, immobilizing the bitten extremity and
quickly transporting the victim to the nearest hospi-
tal.


